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Wearing a DayMisFurry jacket, Rose is photo-
graphed back in England after her long year of 
recording in America. Giving hints towards her 
new album coming out next fall, fans are eager to 
see what direction her upcoming album is going 
to contain. We can only hope that it is going to be 
just as amazing as her past albums. 
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 “In any field, women must work TWICE as hard to 
even get HALF the respect her male counterparts 
gets. When will this stop?” 

Coming to twitter, Nicki Minaj puts out the bold state-
ment that really makes you think about the modern 

world that we live in today. 

Gender equality is a topic that 
has always been an issue. Age-
ing back through time there has 
been an unfair look on genders 
in different everyday life, not 
just within music. Women were 
meant to be at home looking 
after kids and cleaning the 
house, but it all changed after 
the war and women proved 
they are capable of running the 
world. However, things haven’t 
shifted much, especially when it 
comes to music, specifically in 
hip-hop. Since hip-hop started, 
males have been the dominant 
gender. 

One report states that Rick 
Ross that he doesn’t want to 
employ female artists because 
“if she’s lookin’ good and I’m 
spending so much money on 
her photoshoots, I gotta fuck 
her.” “I would always end up 
fucking the female rapper.” 
Firstly he is making the as-
sumption that these women 

want to sleep with him. But, 
not only are these statements 
morally wrong, a message is 
being sent that female artists 
are only seen for what’s under 
their clothes. There are contin-
uous reports coming out due 
to sexual assault on women. 
Compelling men are seen as 
the bosses of music and they’re 
using their power to exploit 
women for their bodies, not 
their voices. Because of the 
male power and money in the 
music industry they are given 
a pass for the actions they’re 
making towards these women. 
Not only is it sending the wrong 
message to any upcoming 
artists, its sending the wrong 
message to people around the 
world, especially young girls 
who will grow up believing that 
they aren’t being seen to their 
potential, they are learning that 
they are getting sexually victim-
ised again men for simply being 
a different gender.
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It’s no secret that females don’t get as much acknowledgment 
as males in the music industry, especially in hip-hop. If you think 
about the genre hip-hop serotype you are likely to think of men 
with chains around their necks and tattoos, while they have 
women in the background for advertisement. It has only been in 
recent years that there has been a bigger exposure of women in 
this industry. In 2017 reports showed that only 16.8% of artists 
were female, whereas there were a staggering 83.2% were men. 
Is this because the talent isn’t as good, or is it because women 
aren’t being given the same chances as men.

Fortunately, not all women artists are being turned into a sexual 
object for men. Cardi B, known for the hit single “Bodak yellow” 
has recently blown up the hip-hop industry and is only rising 
up. We can only hope that more females are soon going to be 
recognised for their talents. 

“A women brought 
you into this world 
so you have no right 
to disrespect one” 
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Richard Colson Baker, most 
commonly known as Machine 
Gun Kelly, or Kells is a hip-hop 
artist form Cleveland, Ohio. From 
being homeless to being an am-
bitious artist who has inspired so 
many with his success and story 
has fulfilled the dreams that his 
younger self had once had, and 
working himself harder every day 
there is no doubt that he is not 
backing down anytime soon. 

Over 2017 and 2018 Machine 
Gun Kelly has been trecking 
across 27 countries for his 27 
tour, showcasing his album 
Bloom. Bloom was released in 
early 2017, and is known as the 
album that is showing his softer 
side, with songs such as Re-
hab, Let you go and 27 and his 
struggles with cocaine in Habits 
there was no uncertainly that this 
concert was going to be a more 
cherished and intimate concert 
not just for him, but also his fans.

“WE ARE MACHINE             
GUN KELLY”
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“I Am The Gunner”

On the 30th of September 2017, 
Kells was playing in the O2 arena 
in Bristol. The arena was small 
scale to other stadiums but it 
didn’t stop a good vibe as fans 
crowded in front of the stage 
eagerly waiting to see him. Kells 
band started off the show, stand-
ing in darkness, before the stage 
suddenly started to glow red, get-
ting the crowd hyped. The dark-
ness suddenly reappeared and 
then Machine Gun Kelly entered 
the stage with red strobe light-
ing as you could hear the crowd’s 
scre;;;;;ams. Kells was centre stage 
preforming The Gunner and end-
ing with 27. The concert included 
all of the songs on the Bloom 
album, including the song “The 
Break Up” that hadn’t yet been 
realised, leaving fans surprised. 
There was also a heart-warming 
cover of the song “numb” from 
Linkin Park’s Late singer Chester 
Bennington who sadly commit-
ted suicide in 2017. Kells took his 
death to heart as Chester was a 
big inspiration and influence to 
Kells and the music that he makes 
today. 

 
The performance was full of pas-
sion for the music and the fans. 
Constantly moving from one side 
of the stage to the other, even 
entering the crowd at times al-
lowed there to be good views 
from all around as well as keeping 
fans eager and entertained. With 
the lighting also changing from 
strobe, to red, to blue it allowed 
a sense of excitement. Kells has 
so much respect for the music, 
fans and his band, as shown on 
the stage through his actions and 
words. Overall I feel as if this show 
was taken very seriously but possi-
bly one of the most special shows 
that I have ever seen, it is always 
good to see an artist express 
themselves and their music in a 
good and positive way.
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Thought to be just a fad, hip-hop has been around for decades. With most artists using this music to 
express themselves and have a sense of freedom, and emotions. We mustn’t forget how it started. DJ 
Kool Herc, known as the hip-hop father created hip-hop from the 1970’s to not only suit the disco 
loves at the time, but the violent gang culture that was a huge part of the Bronx at this time in history. 
It was a way of bringing different societies together with the power of music. 

Since the 1970’s the world of music has changed, especially in hip-hop. The 
genre has massively risen through the years and is much like a rollercoaster 
with its ups and downs. In 2018 hip-hop seems to have shifted from how it 
first started when it was a Black American culture to try and stop violence, 
crimes and drugs to being about taking drugs and making money. Many 
people of the older generation disagree with the new kind of hip-hop that is 
currently circling streaming sites. In 2017 Lil Pump blew up the music indus-
try with a song “Gucci Gang”. In my opinion, possibly being one of the worst 
things that came out of music in 2017 the song is mostly just a repeat of the 
same words “Gucci Gang” and his girlfriend taking cocaine, hip-hop is being 
seen more of a joke than how it used to be taken so seriously when it first 
came about. 

hip-hop

21ST CENTURY 
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Luckily for the audience of hip-hop, there are many well respected 
artists who view this genre with the respect that it deserves. As 
hip-hop is growing, the more this genre is being explored. You 
have the serious, respectful artists, the creative artists, the party 
hard and take drugs artists, and so many more influences for any 
mood or situation. Artists are expressing themselves and their 
lives, along with a lot mentioning drugs and sex as a main focus 
points, but every day it’s changing and growing to be something 
different. 

Fashion has also been a big part of this growth through the years. 
Hip-hop is a relatively new thing in the time scale of music, and with 
the artists using this to expressing themselves it’s no surprise that hip-
hop artists and its community is being used as advertisement. This 
genre has a sense of freedom which is less common with other genres 
that usually have a certain style that is worn. Hip-hop is about being 
free and expressing yourself in the world which you live and is not 

9.


